WHAT IS THE MPO?

Metropolitan Planning Organizations are established in urbanized areas across the nation to
implement federally mandated transportation planning. The MPO decides how to spend federal
funds for transit projects and both state and federal funds for roadway and bridge projects.

The Southeastern Massachusetts MPO was restructured in 1997 to add eight elected officials.
Previously the MPO members were only state and regional agency representatives. The
Secretary of Transportation is the Chairman of all of the 13 MPOs in the Commonwealth.
Assistant Secretary Thomas Cahir has been representing the Secretary at this region’s MPO
meetings.

The SRPEDD Transportation Planning Staff provides technical support and coordination
services for the MPO. This includes organizational support, public outreach, the preparation of
certification documents, transportation studies and reports, regional transportation modeling, and
transit planning.

The Joint Transportation Planning Group (JTPG), consisting of appointed delegates from each of
SRPEDD’s member municipalities is the transportation advisory body and citizen participation
tool of the MPO. The SRPEDD Transportation Planning Staff works with the JTPG to prepare
the Regional Transportation Plan, the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the
Unified Planning Work Program. The MPO is responsible for the preparation and approval of
each of these documents.

2007/2008 SMMPO MEMBERS

Chair ! Bernard Cohen, Secretary of the Executive Office of Transportation and
Public Works
! Luisa Paiewonsky, Commissioner of the Massachusetts Highway Department
! Scott W. Lang, Mayor of the City of New Bedford
! Robert Correia, Mayor of the City of Fall River
! Kevin J. Dumas, Mayor of the City of Attleboro
! Charles Crowley, Mayor of the City of Taunton
! Robert Carney, Selectman Town of Dartmouth
! Jonathan F. Henry, Selectman Town of Marion
! Eleanor L, Gagnon, Selectman Town of Somerset
! Raymond H. Andrews, Selectman Town of Mattapoisett

! Susan Peterson, Chairman of the Southeastern Regional Planning
and Economic Development District Commission
! Joseph L. Cosentino, Administrator of the Southeastern Regional
Transit Authority
! Francis J. Gay, Administrator of the Greater Attleboro-Taunton
Regional Transit Authority



