








































































































they will not work effectively with today’s volume of traffic. The effectiveness of those changes
would have been temporary at best.

Alternative 5, closing the segment of the Green from Court Street to Winthrop Street (in front of
the Post Office) presents a promising modification to the flow of traffic through downtown
Taunton. This alternative reroutes traffic around the rear of the Post Office. It requires
improvements to accommodate the turning radius of heavy truck traffic; changing Cohannet
Street from two-way to one-way eastbound from Post Office Square to the Winthrop Street
intersection; and channelization of the Cohannet Street/Post Office Square intersection. It also
requires the redesignation of Cohannet Street (from Post Office Square to High Street) and High
Street (from Cohannet Street to Winthrop Street) as Route 44 westbound.

Ultimately, Alternative 5 eliminates conflicting traffic movements at two hazardous
intersections: * the Court Street intersection and, ¢ the Cohannet/Winthrop Street intersection.
The Court Street, Winthrop Street and Cohannet Street approaches to the Green will operate
more efficiently due to the removal of conflicting movements that contributed to excessive delay
and unsafe traffic flow. The revised Cohannet Street approach provides a better alignment that
will more evenly distribute eastbound thru traffic into the double eastbound thru lanes between
Winthrop and Weir Street. An important added benefit to closing this segment of road is that it
increases the overall size of the Taunton Green and improves access to the Post Office building.

Alternative 5 will not solve all of the problems around the Green. Specifically, the Broadway
single lane approach to the Green will continue to experience queueing problems, as well the
Main Street westbound approach. But adequate traffic flow can be maintained throughout the
road network in the immediate future and beyond toward 2025.
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